[bookmark: _Hlk49708052][bookmark: _Hlk512435468][bookmark: _Hlk24017309]BATTISFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk: Teresa Davis 07719208444
clerk@battisfordpc.org.uk
http://www.battisfordpc.org.uk
                                
MINUTES
of the BATTISFORD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
held at the Battisford Village Hall on 17th May 2022
	Present
	Cllr D Wicking			Cllr J Cook
	Cllr S Zethraeus		Cllr J Wilson
	Cllr J Pope			Cllr E Kerry
	Dst Cllr D Pratt			3 Residents		Parish Clerk T Davis

	2022/30
	MEETING ADMINISTRATION – Previous Chair to open meeting
	

	a.




b.

c.


d.
	To Elect the Chair and Vice Chair of Battisford Parish Council
It was Proposed by Cllr J Pope, Seconded by Cllr S Zethraeus and unanimously agreed for Cllr D Wicking to reside as Chair for another year. 
It was Proposed by Cllr S Zethraeus, Seconded by Cllr J Wilson and unanimously agreed for Cllr J Cook to reside as Vice-Chair for another year.
To sign Acceptance of Declaration of Office
Both the Cllr D Wicking and Cllr J Cook signed their declarations of office.
To consider & Approve Apologies for absence
Apologies were sent from Cllr C Nicholas and accepted, Cty Cllr K Oakes also sent apologies 
To receive Declarations of interest on agenda items
None were declared
	

	2022/31

a.
	To Approve the Draft Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 15th March 2022 and for the Chair to sign as a true record
Matters arising from the minutes of 15th March 2022
Names were corrected under item 2022/21b. Subject to this change being updated It was Proposed by Cllr D Wicking, Seconded by Cllr J Pope and Unanimously agreed for the Chair to sign the minutes.
	

	2022/32

a.
b.

c.
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION   - For members of the public, County Councillors & District Councillors to speak
The Chair invited members of the public to speak, and none wished to do so.
The Suffolk County Council report from Cty Cllr K Oakes was noted and can be found in the addendum.
The Chair invited District Councillor D Pratt to speak. Cllr D Pratt advised of the De-carbonisation event taking place at Offton & Willisham Village Hall on 24th May at 7pm, which would be highlighting carbon neutral social housing, solar panels, community land trusts and more. Aprils’ report from Dst Cllr D Pratt can be found in the addendum.
	

	2022/33
a.






b.


c.







































d.
	Chair and Councillor Reports / Updates (on the night not requiring a decision) 
Chairman report
The Chair advised that they had been attending activities regarding the summer fete, gardening club as well as the Jubilee preparations. 27 stalls had been booked so far for the fete, there was a pig race (including chilli and potatoes that would need to be booked), barn dance and scarecrow entries available. The Parish Council had been asked if it required a stall for this event and if councillors would want to share shifts. This could be discussed in more detail at the next meeting.
Councillor report(s)
No reports were made, some were items on the agenda.
SID Report & ANPR update
Cllr Cook presented the SID report given below. Cllrs noted that people are speeding at high speeds even during the day. There was no news for the ANPR.
Recreation Ground Feb 2022
Traffic Report From 16/02/2022 12:00:00 PM through 15/03/2022 12:59:59 PM
Max Speed = 70.0 mph on 21/02/2022 17:30:00
Total Vehicles =9,685 counts
Speed
Speed Limit: 			30 mph
85th Percentile Speed: 		39.2 mph
50th Percentile Speed: 		31.4 mph
Average Speed: 		31.8 mph           
% over limit				57.9%
Avg Speeder				36.6mph
Village Hall March 2022
Traffic Report From 15/03/2022 12:00:00 PM through 06/04/2022 02:59:59 PM
Max Speed = 65.0 mph on 25/03/2022 14:50:00
Total Vehicles =11,462 counts
Speed
Speed Limit: 			30 mph
85th Percentile Speed: 		33.8 mph
50th Percentile Speed: 		28.2 mph
Average Speed: 		28.0 mph
% over limit 				33.8%			
Avg Speeder				34.3 mph
Recreation Ground April 2022
Traffic Report From 06/04/2022 02:00:00 PM through 26/04/2022 12:59:59 PM
Max Speed = 65.0 mph on 19/04/2022 13:05:00
Total Vehicles =6,590 counts                                                                                          
Speed
Speed Limit: 			30 mph
85th Percentile Speed: 		38.4 mph
50th Percentile Speed: 		30.6 mph
Average Speed: 		30.8 mph
% over limit                                  	53.2%
Avg Speeder   			36.3 mph

Clerk report
Bank(s)
The outstanding problems have now been resolved. I will arrange for our new councillor to have viewing rights. We are waiting for a response from Barclays regarding closing the account.
Administration / Policies
You will note that item 2022/35 a. & b. are required documents to be placed on all small Parish Council websites and should be available for the public to view, I have therefore forwarded a copy to all councillors to read prior to adopting them. 
It has come to my attention that the existing internal control and risk assessment documents are no longer fit for purpose and will need to be updated. The policies are on the agenda under item 2022/35 c & f and I recommend that I rewrite them for council to review at the next meeting in July. In addition, the current data policy fails to provide a practical guide to using data, e.g.: providing a guide to disposal of different types of documents, identifying consent of data use from employees, councillors, volunteers and those contacting the council. I have put forward a generic data consent form for the council to review under item 2022/35 h. and would recommend that I update the existing data policies for council to review at the next meeting in July.
Playground Quotes
Quotes have been requested and I am waiting for a response.
Committees/Working Groups and Officers
It has come to my attention that some councillors may have formal roles that they undertake each year. With that in mind it is important to formally acknowledge this each year to ensure that Councillors, Employees and the public know what is being done and by whom. I have placed this as an item 2022/36 so that Council can formalise this e.g.: Councillor Nicholas looks after and maintains the Defibrillator
The Internal Audit & AGAR 2021-22 (Annual Governance & Accountability Return)
The end of year accounts have been compiled and details forwarded to all councillors. Each page of the AGAR has been completed, scanned and forwarded to Councillors to view. Our Internal Audit has been completed and the report and final page of the AGAR also forwarded to Council. These items are listed for approval under items 2022/38-43. Each Internal Audit recommendation has been addressed within this agenda and should be completed by July. To ensure that proper procedure is in place in line with our financial controls I have placed 2022/48f. on the agenda so that quarterly financial reviews are undertaken by a councillor who does not have authority to make payments.
BMSDC Governance Review and Boundary – item 2022/44
I have not heard from the Boundary Commission and will endeavour to chase them. However, with a current governance review being set out by BMSDC I would recommend relaying the current situation to them in respect of the bowl meadow development as residents of the development may feel they should be within the Battisford boundary.
Mobile Post Office
The Post Office have offered to visit one day a week outside of the Punchbowl. They will be contacting the landowner prior to formally confirming dates and times to us.
The Village Sign – additional bricks were needed
Additional bricks were needed, this is an agenda item 2022/48d.i
Planning – item 2022/45
The National Grid upgrade is causing much discussion in parishes, and I would recommend discussing and providing a formal response to this before 16th June.
	

	2022/34

	To discuss and agree proposed dates for Parish Council meetings up to May 2023 and the APM for 2023
Councillors were happy with the dates proposed.
Tuesday 17th January 2023
Tuesday 21st March 2023
Tuesday 16th May 2023 Annual Parish Council Meeting & AVM
	




Clerk

	2022/35

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

g.
h.
i.
	To discuss & adopt or readopt the following policies, forms and codes of practice:-
Transparency Code for Smaller Authorities
ICO Model Publication Scheme
Management Risk Assessment
NALC Financial Regulations 
NALC Standing Orders 2022 (including the 2022 update)
Internal Control Statement and to appoint a non-authorised member for the internal control review for 2022-2023
LGA Model Code of Conduct 2020
Data Consent Form
Data Policies
It was unanimously agreed to adopt the policies, forms and codes of practice for the coming year and for the clerk to re-do items c & f ready for the next meeting in July.
	













Clerk

	2022/36
	To discuss forming new Committees or Working Groups for 2022-2023
It was a this point that Councillors discussed the options of having different working groups and committees. 
It was established that councillors continue to act on behalf of the council for:-
Cllr J Cook - The Speed Indicator Device
Cllr C Nicholas - The Defibrillators
Cllr J Wilson - The Noticeboards
Cllr S Zethraeus - Quiet Lanes
Committees and Working groups would be looked at under items 46c & 47a of this meeting.
	








Clerk

	2022/37
	To discuss & approve Bankers for 2022-23
Councillors were happy to keep Unity Bank as their bankers for the coming year
	

	2022/38
	To discuss and approve 4th Quarter (end of year Accounts)
The account for the year had been looked at by councillors. 
It was Proposed by Cllr J Pope, Seconded by Cllr S Zethraeus and unanimously agreed to approve the accounts for 2021-22
	

	2022/39
	To review and approve a Restatement of 2020-2021 Accounts
The clerk had forwarded details to advise of the error in last years accounts and that the internal auditor did not pick up on this error. Therefore, the accounts were corrected for council approval.
It was Proposed by Cllr J Pope, Seconded by Cllr S Zethraeus and unanimously agreed to accept the restatement of the accounts for 2020-21
	

	2022/40
	To review and approve Internal Auditor Report for 2021-2022 accounts
The Council had received the report and was happy to approve it and the completed relevant AGAR page from the internal auditors.
	

Clerk

	2022/41
	To review & approve the Annual Governance & Accountability Return Section 1 (Resolution required)
Councillors had reviewed Section 1 of the AGAR.
It was Proposed by Cllr J Pope, Seconded by Cllr J Cook and unanimously agreed for the Chair and Clerk to sign the form.
	



Clerk

	2022/42
	To review & approve the Annual Governance & Accountability Return Section 2 (Resolution required)
Councillors had reviewed Section 2 of the AGAR.
It was Proposed by Cllr S Zethraeus, Seconded by Cllr J Wilson and unanimously agreed for the Chair to sign the form.
	



Clerk

	2022/43
	To review & approve the Certificate of Exemption
Councillors has reviewed the Certificate of Exemption and confirmed that the Council was exempt.
It was Proposed by Cllr S Zethraeus, Seconded by Cllr J Cook and unanimously agreed for the Chair to sign the certificate.
	



Clerk

	2022/44
	To discuss the Governance Review being undertaken by BMSDC (27th May)
A discussion took place in respect of the current boundaries of the parish and the difficulties faced with the Boundary Commission over the last 3yrs.
It was unanimously agreed that the Clerk would provide the following to the Review:-
1. To restate the Bowl Meadow development as part of Battisford Parish
2. Bildeston Road between Little Finbrough and Battisford Tye is currently a disconnected part of Combs; access to the rest of Combs by road passes through Little Finborough in one direction and Battisford in the other. This section of road should be re-allocated to either Battisford or Little Finborough or shared equally of Little Finborough and Battisford Tye.
3. This has been raised 3yrs ago with the Boundary Commission.
	












Clerk

	2022/45
	To discuss the National Grid Upgrade Consultation – GREEN (16th June)
The Chair had attended the Mid Suffolk Briefing provided by the National Grid. In summary the update was to be a major delivery system to feed London and the Midlands. The North Sea is expected to power at least 50% of power needs in the future. Discussion took place in respect of this future upgrade and the options considered. It was established that the current supply was using technology from the 1960s, some of which can be upgraded. It was established that Battisford residents may have visual impact if it is located to the south and east of High Flyers. There is a less favoured route North and West across Hascot Hill, which was well loved and recognised by the community. Councillors were concerned for characteristics to be protected, especially the views from and of Hascot Hill as well as the wildlife, such as badgers and barn owls in the valley. It was declared by the Chair and agreed by all to call an EGM for Tuesday 7th June at 7pm to take place at the Battisford Village Hall to discuss this matter in more depth once councillors had reviewed the information and some had attended the meetings being advertised by National Grid. 
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	2022/46
a.







b.

c.







d.



e.
	ENVIRONMENTAL/ FACILITY / ASSET MATTERS
To discuss Dangerous Dog Report in the Village
Councillors discussed the recent report of police being called to attend a dog attack in the village. It was confirmed that the owner had been severely spoken to and that the dog must now be kept securely, within a pen or secure boundary. Councillors would urge residents to report any dangerous dogs to the police and not to be afraid that they would be put to sleep, as other arrangements could be made. If left unreported then there was the potential for a more serious attack to happen.
To discuss Festival of Suffolk Torch Rally – providing a contact in the village
Cllr Pope volunteered to be the contact
To discuss the Pond on The Green
A report from the Suffolk Wildlife Trust local warden had been distributed to all councillors. A plan of action had been drawn up by Cllr Pope. A summary of the report was reprised by Cllr Pope. It was agreed that an Environmental Working Group is created and would have responsibility of seeing the plan through, along with responsibility of maintenance of the Green and Cemetery, all financial concerns to be brought to Full Council. The Environmental Working Group contact would be Cllr Pope.
To discuss the need for using Wi-Fi at the Village Hall
Council discussed the use of Wi-Fi during meetings as well as the implication of not having Wi-Fi. It was Unanimously agreed that the Parish Council frequently use the Wi-Fi during meetings and would very much like this to continue.
To discuss purchasing two benches for the Play Area of the Green.
Discussion took place regarding Benches and Picnic Benches near the play area. It was confirmed this would be addressed at a future meeting.
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	2022/47
a.

	Neighbourhood Plan
To review the information from the Neighbourhood plan working group and decide on the findings
After further discussion on whether to conduct a Neighbourhood Plan or a smaller undertaking or any undertaking at all, it was decided that further information needed to be gathered from residents and that a consultation at the village Fete and the APM would be a good idea. 
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	2022/48
a.






b.




c.



d.







e.




f.

g.




h.
	FINANCE
To advise Payments Made after meeting of 15th March 2022
i. Volunteer Expense (replacement Padlock for Gate) – £17.80
ii. iCloud Website & Email fees - £145.00
iii. Clerk Wages for April - £304.98
iv. Clerk backdated Pay (1.75% rise) - £33.00 
v. Purchase of materials for Village Sign Repair - £38.85

To advise of reoccurring payments expected for 2022-23
i. Standing Order for lease of The Green - £325
ii. Direct Debit to the ICO – £35.00
iii. Bank charges for the yr. - £72.00

To advise of Income received up to 30th April 2022
i. BMSDC Precept  - £6,525.00
ii. BMSDC CIL - £349.85

To discuss and authorise payments of invoices payable in May 2022
i. Volunteer Expenses (remaining bricks for Village Sign) - £57.60
ii. SALC Membership - £266.65
iii. Clerk wages May – £304.98
iv. Clerk Office Allowance & Mileage - £53.10
It was Proposed by Cllr J Cook, Seconded by Cllr J Pope and unanimously agreed to pay i.-iv.

Balance of Accounts as of 9th May 2022:-
Current Account - £21,810.71
Savings Account - £943.84
Savings Account - £2,370.63

To appoint a non-authorised council member to undertake quarterly reviews
Cllr E Kerry volunteered for this role. 
To discuss and approve the Village Hall grant application of £300
Council discussed the application form the Village Hall.
It was Proposed by Cllr J Cook, Seconded by Cllr J Wilson and unanimously agreed to pay the requested grant of £300

To discuss contributing to funding a Jubilee Celebration 
Councillors discussed the Jubilee Celebrations which had been taken on board by the Village Hall Trust. Councillors felt that contributions by the Parish Council should be made to ensure a successful day is had by Residents.
It was Proposed, Seconded and Unanimously agreed that a donation of £300 is made to the organisers of the Jubilee Celebrations.
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	2022/49

a.
b.
	This item is Closed to the public on the grounds of sensitive personal information – the Chair will ask those in the public area to leave
To discuss and approve Clerk Holiday - APRROVED
To discuss and approve Office Allowance - APPROVED
	

Clerk
Clerk

	2022/50
	Next meeting will be an EGM on 7th June 2022 at 7pm 
Normal meeting on 19th July 2022
	




ADDENDUM

1. District Cllr Report Battisford and Ringshall Ward - April 2022

Parish De-carbonisation Event
A note has been sent to parish newsletters advertising the parish decarbonisation event. The meeting will detail support available to parishes in Suffolk that want to address our impact on climate change. 

The meeting will be held at Offton and Willisham village hall at 7.00 pm on 24th May 2022. 

Our speakers include Chris Mussett, Suffolk County Council and Alex Templeton, Eastern New Energy / LECSEA projects. They will cover help available for funding and establishing community energy projects and available support for setting up Community Land Trusts to develop affordable, zero-carbon housing.

Neighbourhood Plans
Cllr Stringer proposed a motion at Full Council for MSDC to actively encourage communities, especially all the core villages, to create and update neighbourhood plans. The Council will allocate resources to facilitate this process. The vote for this motion was 15 for; 13 against and 1 abstention. All of the administration group (bar the one abstention) voted against this motion, but it was carried.

Net-Zero carbon toolkit
Cllr Eburne proposed a motion for the Council to adopt the Net Carbon Zero Toolpit as technical guidance for developers and homeowners to help reduce the carbon footprint in new and existing dwellings.  This toolkit had been produced by the LGA together with Forest of Dean, West Oxfordshire and Cotswold District Councils.  This proposal was unanimously approved.  

Planning
A re-submitted proposal for a large-scale housing development to the north of Barking Road (B1078) was refused. The planning committee rejected the proposal on the grounds that it conflicted with the Needham Market Neighbourhood Plan, inadequate access to the site along its boundary with the B1078, and the site’s vulnerability to flooding.

Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) 
MSDC’s first Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) was adopted at next week’s Cabinet meeting. The plan sets out the councils’ approach to improving and developing the local cycling and walking network across the district over the next 10 years, to support residents in shifting towards more sustainable transport. After an online public consultation almost 200 potential infrastructure improvement schemes across the two districts have been identified and prioritised according to a variety of factors such as effectiveness, policy, economic factors and deliverability. This prioritisation will be key to obtaining local, regional and national funding towards improving sustainable travel facilities and routes in the districts. The proposed LCWIP schemes are attached in a separate document. 
	
Dr Daniel Pratt
Mid Suffolk District Councillor
Email: daniel.pratt@midsuffolk.gov.uk
Telephone: 07775389193
	
	




2. Suffolk County Councillor Report

County Council report for May 2022 
Violence Against Women and Girls funding announced
On April 4th, Suffolk County Council announced £350,000 of funding to support the ambitions set out in the Suffolk Violence Against Women and Girls Strategy 2022. This fund has been provided by Suffolk County Council to support the work of the strategy in preventing violence, supporting victims, pursuing perpetrators and strengthening the system. Organisations will be able to apply for this funding to support initiatives that are synonymous with the objectives of the strategy and aim to stop violence against women and girls.
 ‘Just say hello, just listen, just reach out’
A new film featuring various partners from across Suffolk has been released which aims to prevent suicide. The ‘Just Say Hello’ campaign aims to raise awareness of how a simple ‘hello’ can make the difference to a person’s mental wellbeing, whether it be a loved one or a stranger. With evidence suggesting that 75% of people who die by suicide have no contact with mental health services, or even their GP within the 12 months preceding their death, it is important that everyone knows they can play their part. Simply reaching out and starting a conversation can be enough to help someone or by interrupting their thought process and encouraging them to get further help.
Featured in the film is Terry Waite who used to work as a hostage negotiator in some of the most dangerous parts of the world and unfortunately was captured and spent almost five years in strict solitary confinement. He says, “Each year in Suffolk alone, 65 people die this way. And those figures are frankly tragic and unacceptable.” This video highlights suicide being the biggest killer for men under the age of 45, with 3 in 4 deaths by suicide being men.
99% of pupils receive a preferred primary on National Offer Day
This year 99.22% of children were offered a place at one of their parents’ three preferred schools and 95.6% were offered a place at their first preference school.
Suffolk County Council received 7144 applications from parents indicating which primary school they would prefer their child to join in September 2022.
Families who applied online can log on to the Admissions Portal from today to see the school their child has been offered. They will also receive an email with details of the school place offered.
Fire service delivers much-needed equipment to Ukraine
It was announced on April 19th that Staff from Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service embarked on a 1,000-mile journey to transport vital firefighting kit to help their counterparts in Ukraine. The deployment team, consisting of six volunteers, will drive across Europe to deliver Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service’s donation of two fully operational fire engines and accompanying equipment, which forms part of the wider National Fire Chiefs Council and Fire Aid initiative. Their journey will see them travel to Kent to join the national convoy of vehicles departing for Ukraine. From there, they will head to Poland, where they will hand over the vehicles and kit to the Polish Fire Service, who will distribute the items to the Ukrainian fire stations most in need.
Suffolk County Council to freeze post-16 travel costs to schools and colleges 
It was announced on April 28th that Suffolk County Council is to freeze charges for travel for over 16s to schools and colleges from September.
The council’s Cabinet agreed fares should remain at 2021/22 levels for another 12 months to help families faced with soaring living costs. The decision means costs for the 2022/23 academic year will remain at £930 per year for mainstream transport and £750 for SEND pupils.

Councillor Rachel Hood, Cabinet member for Education, SEND and Skills, said:
“With the fuel, energy or other price rises at this time, Suffolk County Council does not feel it would be appropriate to ask families to pay any additional charge. We are particularly concerned that any uplift would affect less well-off families. We are also concerned that any increase might be considered unaffordable and may limit post-16 options for students, which absolutely is not an outcome desired by Suffolk County Council.”
The decision will be reviewed in 12 months’ time.
The Post-16 Travel Policy applies to full-time learners aged 16-18 years, and those aged 19 years and over if they are continuing the same course started before their nineteenth birthday. It also applies to continuing learners with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) aged 19-25 years.
To qualify for funding under the scheme young people need to continue to study or train in one of three ways:
• Study full-time in a school, college or with a training provider (at least 540 hours of planned learning per year)
• Full-time work or volunteering (20 hours or more per week) combined with part-time education or training leading to relevant regulated qualifications (at least 280 hours of planned learning per year)
• Be working in an apprenticeship, supported internship or traineeship
The council is not required by law to fund Post-16 Travel and does not receive any funding from central government to fund it. 
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