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 MINUTES of BATTISFORD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
               held at Battisford Village Hall on 15th July 2025. 
Meeting started at 7.00pm 
Present:
Cllr J Cook (Chairman)		Cllr A Card		Cllr J Pope 		
Cllr J Wilson (Vice Chair)               	

County Councillor Kay Oakes
District Cllr Daniel Pratt
Ms Eleanor Newman who was subsequently coopted as a councillor at item 2025 / 60 f
Clerk: Julia Stephens-Row 

2025/59 Local Government Review 7pm – 8pm
Cllr Cook opened the meeting and welcomed everyone and explained the purpose of inviting residents to attend was to hear more about devolution and local government reform. He advised that residents had been sent information, via the Parish Council, from both the County Council and Districts Councils/ Ipswich Borough Council which included  two surveys in advance of the meeting today.

10 residents attended for this part of the meeting and heard from both County Cllr Kay Oakes who referred to a PowerPoint presentation and District Cllr Pratt who gave an overview from the District perspective.  Cllr Oakes gave some background to the government position of wanting to move to unitaries and the benefit of taking a fasttrack approach and that Suffolk County Council are putting forward a proposal for one unitary which would cover the whole of Suffolk. Cllr Oakes explained that this would streamline services and save money and make it easier for residents to know who to contact. Cllr Pratt explained that Mid Suffolk would have preferred two unitaries however the other districts and Ipswich Borough Council want to propose 3 unitaries. Discussions are taking place as to where the boundaries would fall. Cllr Pratt commented that the benefit of three unitaries would be that organisations are formed which are big enough to deliver and small enough to care.

Both Cllrs commented on the proposal for a Mayor for Norfolk and Suffolk and their concern as to how much will be overseen by the Mayor. A question was asked as to why a Mayor is being elected across the two counties and it was explained that this is being introduced by the Government and is based on the number of residents in a geographical area. A comment was made that if the Mayor focuses on key infrastructure that this might be helpful. 

A question was asked as to who submits the business cases for the unitary proposals and it was clarified that one will be submitted by the County Council and one by all the Districts and IBC. These have to be submitted in September and will then be assessed by Government. 

Another question was how services would be affected if there was just one unitary and Cllr Oakes explained that there is still a lot of detail to be worked out and it is quite hard to predict. The statutory obligations of Children and Young Peoples Services /Adult Care Services/ Special Educational Needs etc will continue and last year 75% of the SCC budget was spent on these areas and this will continue, and that SCC are committed to trying to maintain the current level of services within these proposals. 

A question relating to % of the cost savings and whether these saving are based on gross figures was unable to be answered. There was concern expressed as to the impact on staff and costs and recruitment.

With regard to the use of PWC by SCC and KPMG by the Districts and IBC a question was asked as to how happy the Cllrs were in the choice of the companies bearing in mind that the figures have been produced by companies who have both been fined by financial regulators.  A further comment was made that as Cllrs will be voting based on these figures produced by these companies  that they really should have checked the background of the companies. Should an independent person be used rather than these organisations and look at how savings have been achieved in other unitaries. Both Cllrs agreed that they would take this back to their respective organisations. Action Cllrs Oakes and Pratt

A further point was made with regard to the SCC survey Question 21 and how relevant this was.

A final question was in regard to the future of parish councils and reassurance was given that parish councils will continue in the new arrangements and could possibly take on more responsibilities.

Cllr Cook thanked residents for attending and thanked both Cllrs for their input this evening,  their ongoing support to the parish and to the parish council through their attendance at meetings and the work they carry outside of meetings.  

2025/60 Meeting Administration - commenced at 8pm

a) Apologies for absences
Councillors to note any apologies for absence. Cllr Greenwood and Cllr Durrant had sent apologies. 
Councillors considered and unanimously accepted the apologies for absence for both Cllr Greenwood and Cllr Durrant.

b) To receive Declarations of Interest. There was no declaration of interest. 

c) To consider requests for dispensations. There were no requests for dispensations.

d) To resolve that the minutes of the meeting of the annual parish held on 20th May 2025 are a true and correct record and to agree that these can be placed on the website and final approval will occur at the annual parish meeting in May 26. Cllr Pope advised that she had a couple of points to feedback to the Clerk. As these will still be a draft they were accepted at the meeting.  

e) To resolve that the minutes of the meeting of the annual parish council held on 17th June 2025 are a true and correct record and to consider any matters arising not on the agenda. These were unanimously accepted as a true record.  The Clerk updated that she had re sent the correspondence as requested. Also that she had completed the return for the Punch Bowl asset of community value. 

f) To co-opt a new member to a vacancy on the parish council. Mrs Eleanor Newman expressed an interest in this role and gave some background on herself and family who live in the village and her wider family who had experience in local government in other areas. Mrs Newman meets the criteria of residency etc and has signed the declaration. It was proposed by Cllr Pope and seconded by Cllr Wilson that Mrs Newman be co-opted onto the council. This was agreed unanimously and Cllr Newman was welcomed to the parish council.  

g) To agree the nomination for a third person to Employment panel. It was proposed by   Cllr Card and seconded by Cllr Wilson that Cllr Newman be on the Employment panel and this was agreed unanimously. The Clerk advised that she would draw up a terms of reference for this group to enable a draft to be considered at the next meeting. Action Clerk 

2025/61 Public participation session to include Police, District and County Councillors Reports.
a) County Cllr Oakes introduced her report which had been previously circulated and invited any questions. Cllr Pope asked what is planned in the libraries, as reference was made in the report to libraries becoming vital access points for a wide range of public services and she was concerned that this might dilute the current offer. Action County Cllr Oakes to find out more details. 

b) District Cllr Pratt had sent a written report through in advance of the meeting. He highlighted the Pride in your place grant funding scheme and encouraged the council to see if there were areas where they could consider applying for funding. Action Clerk. Cllr Pratt also updated contact he had with DAB with regard to the positioning of a bollard to stop people driving over the culvert which has a footpath to the overflow car park used by visitors to the Punch Bowl. They responded positively however he did not feel that Ruby Homes who own the car park should be paying as there is no benefit to them. There was a question as to who owns the footpath and if a car did go over it a go into the ditch then who would be responsible? Action Cllr Pratt to pursue further 

2025/62 To receive update on ongoing issues
a) Chairman’s report. Cllr Cook advised that following the recent tragedy of a tree falling on a child in Southend, he had checked the trees as far as possible given the current leaf cover, and none need any obvious action. Cllr Pope wondered if we could apply for funding for the white gates for the village. Action Cllr Cook to get some quotes and put on the next agenda 

b) Councillor reports. Cllr Pope had been contacted by Adrian Munns for support to open his miniature railway a couple of times a year. He is also looking for volunteers to help run it etc. Cllr Pope had offered to help with an advert to go in the Community Newsletter and on the noticeboards. Action Cllr Pope to liaise with Cllr Wilson.  If any financial support is required then a grant application will need to be made.  Cllr Wilson advised that the notice boards are very full. She also advised that she had cleaned up the notice boards / keys etc so maintenance been completed. Cllr Card advised that she had nothing to report. 


c) Clerk report. The Clerk advised that she had attended the SALC AGM and that she had shared a link to the annual report and the film which had been made promoting the roe of Cllrs/ Clerks and SALC. She also advised that the minutes of the Village Hall AGM had been received and whilst there had been an increase in hire charges this hadn’t been passed onto the parish council, whose charge for the use of the hall for their meetings would remain at £20. The Clerk had also received some information on Martyns Law – a response to how organisations need to take into account possible terrorist attacks when arranging events etc. This should be picked up as part of the emergency plan that the council needs to update. Action Clerk and Cllr Cook

d) Devolution. There were no other updates. 

e) Proposal as to frequency of review of community assets as referenced as part of progressing action plan. Cllr Cook provided a draft of a document which captured the assets on the risk register.  He asked for comments on it so that this can be finalised and agreed at the next meeting. Action All to feedback to Cllr Cook 

f) Agree dates for Woodland plan and tree survey. Action Cllr Cook and Cllr Pope to undertake this on 15th November.

g) Agree date for working party for play area and litter pick. It was agreed that the play area working party would take place on 6th September. This event needs to be promoted so that we can encourage the community to come along and volunteer. Action All 
With regard to the litter pick it is ideal if this can be undertaken in conjunction with Combs. Action Clerk to liaise with Combs.

h) Agree date for Working Party at Cemetery. This was agreed for Monday 6th October 9.30 a.m. Action All

i) Review of training needs. There was a suggestion that Cllrs may need to undertake some data protection training. There is information on the SALC website regarding other training which is available. Action Cllrs to look to see what training might be appropriate. 

j) Review of insurance cover - renewal of insurance would normally be due in October however cover was taken out in 2024 for 3 years with Clear Insurance Management. This was noted 


		2025/63 To review and agree changes and updates to the following policies
i. Co - option of Cllrs. Cllr Newman proposed and Cllr Card seconded that this policy be adopted. This was approved unanimously 
ii. Code of Conduct for Cllrs. The Clerk advised that this had not been updated by the Local Government Association for some years and so there was no change to the existing policy. This was noted. 

2025/64 To consider the following planning applications – none received. The Clerk   advised that she was aware that a planning application would be received in the next month with regard to changing windows and location of bathrooms at Valley Cottage Valley Road Battisford. The Clerk has delegated authority to respond if there is no meeting within the timescale of the consultation and the Cllrs agreed that this would be appropriate for this planning matter to exercise this delegated power.  

		2025/65 Village Green and Play area 
	Councillors to consider the next steps following on from the Annual playground inspection discussed at the last meeting. This item to be deferred to the next meeting. Will need to get some quotes if equipment needs replacing may be possible to make applications for grants to Pride of Place or locality grant pots. Action Cllr Cook to liaise with the playground volunteer Mr Wicking to see if some of items referenced in the report could be addressed by 6th September working party. 

2025/66 Finance
a) To receive Finance Report

i. Receipts and Payments since last meeting 
                         £20 received for memorial headstone.
                         No payments made electronically 

ii. Review of first quarter accounts. These were reviewed with no questions. It was proposed by Cllr Wilson and seconded by Cllr Card that these accounts be approved. This was agreed unanimously. 

iii. It was highlighted by the Clerk that a Cllr who does not sign any cheques etc needs to fulfil and internal audit role every quarter. Exactly what is required to be communicated to Cllrs to seek a nomination for the next meeting. Action Clerk 

b) To authorise payments as listed below: 
i. Top Garden Services			£ 249.48
ii. Clerk Salary and expenses		£ 778.01 
iii. Employers HMRC contribution 	£  99.16
iv. Suffolk Cloud renewal of domain name / mail box storage £90.00. 
These payments were agreed unanimously.

c)  To agree that delegated authority can be given to the Chairman and Vice Chair to      authorise and pay the Clerks salary and expenditure and the HMRC contribution in August as there is no parish council meeting. Also to authorise payment to MSDC for Dog and litter bin emptying 	£342.88 + VAT as this had not been received prior to the meeting. This was unanimously agreed.


2025/67 Correspondence for Information
	    To receive information on the following new correspondence and decide further action 
	    where necessary. 
i. Update from Wattisham re speed management. This was considered as the Station Staff Officer had suggested using speed cameras to identify those responsible. This idea was discussed however this would be a unworkable exercise and it was considered that a general letter to base personnel reminding them about keeping within the speed limits etc. would perhaps be the next steps. Action Clerk to contact Wattisham.  
Action Cllr Pope to update resident who had raised this matter initially.
ii. An Impact report from CAB and information on new service to Veterans had been received which had been circulated by the Clerk. It was agreed that this would be a useful service to promote on the website, via the Community Newsletter and on the Noticeboards. Action Clerk and Cllr Wilson.
 
2025/68 Items for consideration for inclusion on the next agenda.
i. Advertise to the community the grant application policy
ii. Review the annual action plan
iii. Consider and approve Christmas and Remembrance Arrangements 
       
	2025/69 Date of next meeting
To confirm the date of the next meeting, scheduled for 16th September 2025. This was confirmed. 

2025/70 Local Government Review 
To resolve to exclude members of the public and press under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
a) To discuss and compile and combined responses to surveys from County Council and District Councils concerning Local Government Review 

Cllrs reviewed and considered both the surveys which had been sent out by the County Council and the District Councils /IBC. Agreement was reached and the Clerk was requested to submit the responses to the surveys. Action Clerk 

Planning Link: https://planning.baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/
The meeting finished at 9.55 pm
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