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Councillors Support Motions Calling for 20MPH Zones and Disability Champion
Two motions gained cross-party support at the June 26 meeting. The first motion calls upon Suffolk County Council to review it’s criteria on speed limits and to make the process for applying for 20mph zones simpler and more cost effective in areas where they have community support. The motion highlighted the benefits of speed reductions, including safer roads and an easier transition to active travel. A second motion to appoint a disability champion for Mid Suffolk was unanimously supported. The role will seek to raise awareness and improve accessibility to public buildings and services. 

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Spending Review
CIL is a charge that planning authorities can levy on new developments to help deliver community infrastructure in the district. MSDC annually review the guidelines on how CIL is spent to ensure it continues to meet the evolving needs and priorities of our communities. The new changes make for more agile CIL applications by ceasing the ‘bid round windows’ and enabling all-year CIL bids. The scope for CIL spending has also been broadened to include community farming projects and community run pubs and cafes.

Future of Local Government Survey
The survey for residents to express their views on the future of local government is still available on the Mid Suffolk District Council website: https://midsuffolk.govocal.com/en-gb/projects/have-your-say-suffolk

Pride In Your Place Grant Re-Launched
The fund which originally launched in 2023 to promote local identity and tidy up the environment is now open for applications. Parish Councils, voluntary and community groups can apply for grants between £250 - £5000. The fund can be used for community planting schemes, local heritage and cultural initiatives, new signage, benches and seating areas for public use, equipment for litter picks and community clean-up among other supported initiatives. For more information please visit our Community Funding page - https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/community-funding 

£3M CIL Fund for New Cycle Path to Link Mid Suffolk Villages
A new cycleway and footpath to connect Woolpit with services in Elmswell will enable residents to access crucial services without the use of a car. The scheme is a key piece of active travel infrastructure for the district, and is supported in both Suffolk County Council and MSDC’s Local Walking and Cycling Infrastructure Plans. SCC will adopt and maintain the path once constructed.  

MSDC Welcomes New Councillor Following By-Election
Agnes Watson (Green Party) was elected to represent Haughley, Stowupland & Wetherden after a by-election on 12th June.  

Church Awarded £33k CIL Fund For Sustainable Light and Heat System
Rattlesden’s Grade I-listed church will receive funding to install a new nine-chandelier light and heating system which is more effective and environmentally sustainable than the under-seat heating system that it replaces. The church hosts a wide range of community activities, including toddler groups, coffee mornings, concerts and exhibitions. 

Locality Awards 
The 2025/26 round of funding has attracted many early enquiries and applications. I welcome enquiries from local community groups. Please contact me for further information. 
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