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Three-Councils Business Case Submitted to Government
Mid Suffolk Councillors debated and approved the proposal for a 3-unitary councils’ model for Suffolk in the September 26 full-council meeting. All district and borough councils have now approved the plan, giving it cross-party support and momentum when the government review the proposals. The Government’s decision and proposal will be published in January 2026 ahead of public consultation. The details of the 3-unitary proposal can be accessed via the following link - https://threecouncilsforsuffolk.org/ 

Energy Upgrades for Listed Buildings
The Council has worked with Historic England to introduce a new and innovative Local Listed Buildings Consent Order. The consent order makes it easier for residents to make sensitive changes to improve the energy efficiency of their buildings. These include secondary glazing on historic windows, and replacement of windows in Grade-II listed buildings where the original window has already been replaced. 

Solar Together Suffolk Scheme open for Registration
Solar Together Suffolk is now open for free 2025 registrations. Solar Together is a group-buying scheme that enables Suffolk residents to buy solar panels and battery storage, helping to save money on their energy bills. The programme, supported by Mid Suffolk District Council, has overseen over 32,000 panels installed across 2,651 homes. Visit the website for further details - https://solartogether.co.uk/suffolk/home 

Upcoming changes to bin collections
Suffolk Recycles is currently running a campaign to prepare residents for the upcoming changes to bin collections in the area. Please direct residents to the Suffolk Recycles website where they can find out more - https://www.suffolkrecycling.org.uk/recycling-composting/recycling-at-home/better-recycling 

Student Debate at Second COP-style Event
The Schools Green Skills Summit was held on 10th October for its second year running. Around 85 students from across 10 schools in Babergh and Mid Suffolk attended the COP-style event to encourage a better understanding of how climate change can be addressed.

Funding Opportunities: Locality Awards and Living Well in Winter Grant

The 2025/26 round of funding has attracted many early enquiries and applications. A third consecutive year of the Living Well in Winter grant, with grants of up to £2,000 are available. I welcome enquiries from local community groups. Please contact me for further information. 

	Dr Dan Pratt
Ward Member for Battisford and Ringshall
Lead Member for Nature Recovery
E: daniel.pratt@midsuffolk.gov.uk
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