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Local Government Reorganisation Update
Mid Suffolk District Council released draft proposals on its proposed unitary council model for Suffolk, which included the formation of 3 unitary councils covering 3 areas – ‘West Suffolk’, ‘Central & East Suffolk’, and “Ipswich and South Suffolk”. Our ward, including the villages of Offton, Willisham, Barking, Great Bricett, Ringshall and Battisford would be placed within the Central and East Suffolk council which also includes the towns of Needham Market, Stowmarket, Eye, Debenham, Woodbridge and Lowestoft.  
A full website on the 3-unitary model, including the proposed map effecting these changes, is available here: Proposed Council Boundaries – Three Councils For Suffolk
There will be 2 public sessions about LGR where you are invited to come along and ask questions. 
· Wednesday 10th Sept, 6-8pm, Food Museum Marquee, Stowmarket 
· Monday 15th Sept. 6-8pm, Eye Town Council.

Mid Suffolk District Council submits objections to National Grid pylons project
Mid Suffolk has restated it’s concerns for the district’s heritage, environment and rural economy, calling for a pause to the scheme and consultation on alternative solutions, including a coordinated offshore grid approach. National Grid submitted it’s application to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS) on 29th August and the PINS now has 28 days to determine whether or not permission should be granted.

Introduction of new electrical recycling banks 
Twelve new jazzy-pink recycling bins have been installed in Mid Suffolk and Babergh, where residents can dispose of their broken electrical items. This includes things like coffee machines, kettles, mobile phones, tablets, and anything smaller than a 4-slice toaster. This is part of a new scheme of just under £800k to help reduce e-waste across the district. The nearest one to our ward is at the MSDC car park in Station Yard, Needham Market. Please follow the link for more information: Twelve new electrical recycling bins for Babergh and Mid Suffolk - Mid Suffolk District Council - babergh.gov.uk / midsuffolk.gov.uk

Mid Suffolk and Babergh hosts Tour of Britain Cycle race 

The UK’s largest professional cycle race is due to come through Mid Suffolk on 3rd September. The event started within East Suffolk, before running through Stowmarket, as well as visiting other parts of the district, including Debenham and Eye.

MSDC secures 62-acre site at Thorndon for Nature and Flood Resilience
The site which contains a mixture of habitats and permissive footpaths was previously owned by the Kerrison Trust, a charity supporting young people was recently put up for sale. MSDC recognised the potential to protect improve the site which contains habitats including enhancing wet grassland and grazing marshes, pond habitats, lowland meadows and pastures, and deciduous woodland. MSDC will develop a management plan for the site following an ecological survey and consultation with local residents. There will be no change to public access arrangements with permissive paths being preserved. 


Locality Awards 
The 2025/26 round of funding has attracted many early enquiries and applications. I welcome enquiries from local community groups. Please contact me for further information. 


	Dr Dan Pratt
Ward Member for Battisford and Ringshall
Lead Member for Nature Recovery
E: daniel.pratt@midsuffolk.gov.uk
T: 07775389193
	
[image: Chief Executive's Office]
	




image1.png
@ Suffolk

DISTRICT




