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Nature Recovery Budget
Mid Suffolk District Council has committed £2 million to restore habitat and support wildlife in the district. The budget received unanimous cross-party support at the November full council meeting. This action follows Mid Suffolk’s strategic purchase of land in Thorndon and Onehouse to support nature recovery and enhance the public benefit of green spaces in the district.   

The resource will support the council’s ambitions set out in the Biodiversity Action Plan to restore and improve priority habitats delivered through partnership with the Suffolk Wildlife Trust and local community organisations. The council will enhance biodiversity on council-owned estate by creating new still water bodies, bringing more land under meadow management, reinstating lost hedgerows and installing habitat features such as swift boxes. 

Around half of the budget will be used to create two separate Nature Recovery Grants, one to fund biodiversity restoration in rivers and their catchments and another to support local community action. The community grant will be launched in the New Year and open to parish and town councils, charities and registered community groups.

Parish Biodiversity Action Plans
Parish and Town Councils can adopt their own Biodiversity Action Plans to inform decision making and support wildlife on their land. This is a relatively straightforward process and resources and advice are available from the Suffolk Wildlife Trust. Please get in touch for more information. 

Local Government Reform Consultation 
The Government has launched the consultation about the future of local government in Norfolk and Suffolk.  Proposals for Suffolk include the ‘One Suffolk’ option and the ‘3 Unitary Councils for Suffolk’. 
The consultation is open to everyone and can be accessed here: https://consult.communities.gov.uk/local-government-reorganisation/norfolk-suffolk/

The Consultation ends on 11th January. The Government are expected to publicise the final decision by March 2026.

Mid Suffolk Youth Council 
The Council agreed to form a Youth Council for Mid Suffolk. It is important to get young people engage with local government, and there was cross party support for the proposal. It is hoped that the Youth Council will be formed by September 2026 at the beginning of the next school year.
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