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MINUTES of BATTISFORD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
               held at Battisford Village Hall on 22ndApril 2025
Present:
Cllr J Cook (Chairman)		Cllr A Card		Cllr J Pope 		
Cllr J Wilson (Vice Chair)               	Cllr S Greenwood

County Cllr Kay Oakes 
District Cllr Dan Pratt arrived slightly late apologies had been received  
Clerk: Julia Stephens-Row 

Apologies: None received 

	
2025/28

a.


b.





c.
	
MEETING ADMINISTRATION

Meeting opened by the Chair and it was established that no recordings were to be made. 

To consider & Approve Apologies for absence.
There were no apologies received. Cllr Cook explained that Cllr Durrant would not be attending this evening as the council had been advised that the proper procedure had not been followed for the cooption of Cllr Durrant and so the vacancy has now been formally advertised. There are two vacancies to be filled.

To receive Declarations of interest on agenda items
There were no declarations of interest. 
	
ACTION




	
2025/29

a.


b.
	
To Approve the Draft Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 18th March 2025 and for the Chair to sign as a true record.
The minutes were not available because of technical issues and these will be deferred to the next meeting.

Matters arising not on the agenda. 
The Clerk advised of email correspondence that had been received from Mr Prentice and Mr Holford concerning the 20mph speed limit. It was agreed that the Chiarman would write to Wattisham air base commander. 

	
ACTION

Clerk




Cllr Cook




	
2025/30












2025/31


a.




b.
















c.













	
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - For members of the public, County Councillors& District Councillors to speak. 

There were no members of the public present who wished to speak

To receive Suffolk County Council monthly report from Cty Cllr K Oakes
Cllr Oakes had provided a report by email in advance. There were no questions 

To receive District Council monthly report from Dst Cllr D Pratt
Dst Cllr Pratt had not provided a report however he advised that he will send it to the Clerk tomorrow for onward circulation to Cllrs.

Chair and Councillor Reports / Updates (on the night not requiring a decision) 

Chairman’s report – Cllr Cook advised that he had received a telephone call regarding the movement of straw in the area and the amount on the road which is potentially blocking drains and culverts. Agreed for the Clerk to write to the farmer

Councillor report(s) –
Cllr Pope advised that she had been contacted by a resident who requested that when the next litter pick took place that the area up Hascott Hill was also covered. Because of the road it was agreed that safety signage of some sort might be needed.
Cllr Pope informed the meeting that the play area cleaning would be taking place on Saturday 26th April at 10 am. Those Cllrs able to attend were asked to bring cleaning items etc. with them. There are some branches which need clearing out of the pond too. 

Cllr Card advised that the sign regarding the laid down headstones and asking people to take any rubbish away with them are now on the cemetery gates. 

Cllrs Wilson and Greenwoood had no reports. 

Clerk report – The Clerk advised that the first half of the precept had been received.  She gave an on the neighbourhood planning event update information from which had been sent to Cllrs. There are benefits of the parish having a neighbourhood plan particularly bearing in mind the possible increase in new homes which might be required in Battisford up to 50 by 2045. It was proposed by Cllr Pope and seconded by Cllr Greenwood that this be explored over the next year with a view to it being included in the Paish council action plan for 26/27. This was agreed unanimously 
The Clerk also brought to the Cllrs attention information sent round by the Police and Crime Commissioners team. Finally she provided some leaflets that had been received from Lendology who are working with the County Council to assist on promoting a loan scheme for homeowners to spread the cost of energy efficiency and renewable measures e.g. solar panels, battery storage, heat pumps and insulation. It was suggested that this could usefully be something which goes into the Community Newsletter.  

	ACTION

















Clerk



























Clerk


	2025/32

a.



















b.








c.





d.




e.

	Administration and Governance 

Devolution. 
The Clerk advised that both Suffolk County Council and all the districts had submitted their outline proposal for devolution to the government and detailed plans have to be submitted by end of September 2025. In summary SCC are proposing one unitary for the whole of Suffolk and the districts are proposing three unitaries. Cllr Oakes advised that the SCC proposal was based on the amount of savings that would be made which had been worked out by a company who are working with other authorities. Also the importance of keeping social care for adults and children and education in place at a county level rather than it being split up across a number of unitaries. Cllr Pratt advised that Mid Suffolk were supporting 2/3 unitaries and that work was being undertaken by KPMG He expressed concern that funding for non statutory services which residents value will be redistributed to pay for Social Care. The districts are already working together on a number of areas both with each other and with SCC. A concern was raised about the difficulty already of getting to speak to the right person and particularly someone who had local knowledge which would be possibly made even more difficult by these proposals. There will be more consultation with residents and ultimately it will be the government who decides based on the business plans.

Objective Setting and Action plan 2025/2026 
This is a document which is reviewed annually. The last plan had an objective relating to a Person Place Plan. It was agreed at the last meeting to review the objective. The proposed new objective in the document “as well as normal business, to ensure that the community assets which the parish council are responsible for are regularly maintained and inspected and remedial action taken as required “was approved. There was also a request to re-allocate items which fall in August as there is no meeting then. This document was agreed unanimously. 

To agree changes to Standing orders
The National Association of Local Councils have issued revisions which include changes in the code of conduct requirements in that 14a,14b and 14 c have been removed and changes to comply with new procurement legislation to ensure consistency with financial regulations have been made in 18.a.v, 18.c, 18.d, and 18.f . These were agreed unanimously.

To agree changes to financial regulations  
The National Association of Local Councils have issued revisions which include changes in 5.5, 5.7 and 5.11 relating to procurement. These were agreed unanimously.

BMSDC Planning Statement of Community Involvement Survey. 
This had been highlighted at the last meeting and was further discussed.  It was agreed that Cllrs would complete and send through to the Clerk to collate by 4th May.
	ACTION



















































	

2025/33

a.










b.





c.



2025/34

a.















b.











c.




d.

e.






d.




	

Environmental / facility and asset matters

Cemetery regulations.
This item was introduced by Cllr Card. It was agreed at the last meeting to consider the regulations used by Combs Parish Council and cross refence to those of Battisford Parish council regulations, as the ones from Combs are more detailed and then to produce revised regulations. Cllrs were able to consider the proposed regulations alongside current regulations. The regulations were considered and it was agreed to leave the current charges in place and review next year. Cllr Pope proposed the acceptance of the new regulations and this was seconded by Cllr Greenwood and it was approved unanimously with a two year review. 

Woodland Management Plan. 
This item was introduced by Cllr Cook who had drafted the document. Cllr Wilson  proposed the acceptance of the new plan and this was seconded by Cllr Card and it was approved unanimously. It will go on the website and be reviewed in a year. 

Annual playground report 
This report has still not been received and the Clerk was asked to chase it up and defer the item to the next agenda.

Finance

To review fourth quarter accounts and preparation of accounts for internal  audit and for Annual Governance and Accountability Return and Audit 
The fourth quarter accounts were reviewed and unanimously agreed. The budget for the current year was reviewed and a report considered by Cllr Cook explaining the variances etc. The savings are because of the Clerks vacancy. Spent just over £8k although got £3k of commitments. Actual spend approx. £11k. VAT reclaim needs to be actioned. There is approximately £25 k in Current and savings account. The budget for 25/26 was discussed and it was pointed out that there is a possibility of an overspend however any overspend can be met from reserves. There is an increase in training costs as there is a new clerk and also that there is an increase in assets and consumables e.g. Defibrillator and the Community Newsletter cost may increase. The projections were considered to be very realistic and the Chair was thanked for all his work on this. The AGAR return will be considered at the next meeting. 
The Clerk advised that the CIL expenditure report needed to be signed. This was done and a copy will go on the website.

To discuss and authorise payments of invoices payable in March 2025.
i. Clerks salary and expenses of £350.62
ii. Invoice for Community Heartbeat Trust for Defibrillators £798 - for information as the council agreed that these could be paid outside the meetings
iii. Contribution to 4 parishes magazine £75.00
iv. SALC invoices  £334.78 
v. Suffolk Cloud invoice £240
vi. Raise cheque to Battisford and District Cricket Club £1,000 agreed on 22.10.24
These were unanimously agreed.

To approve expenditure to purchase new laptop for Clerk.
The Chair explained some of the technical issues that were being encountered. Cllr Greenwood explained that his company IT lead might be able to assist. Cllr Pope proposed a budget of up to £750.00 and this was  seconded by Cllr Wilson. This was agreed unanimously.

To review and appoint internal auditor for 25/26.
 Cllr Cook to approach Mr Wicking

To consider supporting financially Suffolks Emergency Response Charity.
 SARS had sent through an annual report outlining the work they had undertaken in 2024. It was proposed by Cllr Pope and seconded by Cllr Greenwood that the council should make a donation of £50.00. This was agreed unanimously. 

Business rates 
The Clerk advised that the business rates for the cemetery had been received however the same amount was credited so there is nothing to pay.


	
ACTION









Clerk / Cllr Card





Clerk / Cllr Cook



Clerk 














Clerk / Cllr Cook

Clerk















ACTION





	2025/35
a.


b. 




c.






d.
	Planning Consultations Received
DC/25/01334 Ashfield Mill Road Battisford- low level extension to current bungalow replacing an existing structure. This was supported unanimously.

DC/25/01456 land to East of Hascott Hill Barking. The previous application had been withdrawn and there were no changes to the plans. The parish council make no comment on the substantive application however have concerns as to access for the number of car parking spaces and access to what can be a very fast part of the road.

DC/25/01711 2 School House Straight Road Battisford. Cutting the crown of trees subject to a TPO. Cllr Pope explained that she had spoken to the person who had originally applied for the TPO. The council wished to make their concerns felt because of the impact on wildlife and the canopy of the tree line and to ensure that the work is carried out at the right time by a suitably qualified arborologist.

A question was raised by Cllr Pratt as to the whether the work had been undertaken at Bowl Meadow. Cllrs will try and find out from residents and advise Cllr Pratt 
	














All Cllrs 

	
2025/36
	
Items for next Agenda

The Clerk sought Cllrs views on the proposed agenda for the annual parish meeting due to take place at 7pm on 20th May and also for the annual parish council meeting due to take place at approximately 8pm on 20th May.
	

	
	Cllrs Oakes and Pratt left the meeting
This next item was considered without members of the public in attendance because of the commercial sensitivity. 
	

	2025/37
	Purchasing of services for 2025/26
This relates to an ongoing contract. It was agreed that the council needs to be clear as to the expectations and frequency of work to be carried out including need for Public Liability Insurance etc. This should go out for  tender if required by financial regulations. Clerk to liaise with Chair as to details of communication. 
	



Clerk / Chair 



Planning Link: https://planning.baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/

Meeting closed at approximately 9.15 pm 
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