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MINUTES of BATTISFORD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
               held at Battisford Village Hall on 21st October 2025. 
Meeting started at 7.15 pm 
Present:
Cllr J Cook (Chairman)		Cllr A Card		Cllr J Pope 		
Cllr Durrant				County  Cllr Kay Oakes 
Clerk: Julia Stephens-Row 

Resident Ben Ince subsequently co-opted as Cllr at Item 2025/82 (d)
AGENDA
2025/82 Meeting Administration
Apologies for absence. District Cllr Pratt, Cllr Newman and Cllr J Wilson (Vice Chair)  had all sent apologies which were noted and accepted unanimously. 
To receive Declarations of Interest. There were no declarations of interest.
To consider requests for dispensations. There were no requests for dispensations. 
To resolve that the minutes of the meeting of the parish council meeting held on 16th September 2025 are a true and correct record and consider any matters arising not on the agenda. It was proposed by Cllr Pope and seconded by Cllr Card that the minutes be accepted as a true and correct record, which was agreed unanimously.

Matters arising were considered as follows: 

2025/71 d Benjamin Ince had submitted a co-option application to become a Councillor. He explained that he is employed in the village and lives about 3 miles away. He is particularly interested in bringing the views of young people and families in the parish to meetings and promoting the work of the parish council using social media etc. Cllr Durrant proposed the co-option of Mr. Ince to the parish council which was seconded by Cllr Pope and unanimously agreed. The Chairman welcomed Mr. Ince to the council.

2025/ 71 i Cllr training.  Cllr Pope advised that she has put herself forward for an employment webinar run by SALC. It was agreed that it would be helpful for all Cllrs to have some data protection / information management training and that maybe this could be undertaken jointly with Combs Parish Cllrs. Action Clerk to explore.

2025/73 g The trees have been looked at in the cemetery and play area, and no action is required at this time. 

2025/73 f The risk assessment for the litter pick was completed.

2025 /73 k There is still work to be undertaken by Cllr Cook and the play area volunteer lead however it was agreed that the play area working party would be deferred until next spring.

2925/73 m Cllr Pope to attend the remembrance service on Sunday 8th November to represent the Parish Council. Action Cllr Pope
2025/73 n The information received from Suffolk Highways was that the footpath linking the road to the Punch Bowl overflow car park was not the responsibility of Highways. This is to be communicated to the landowner. Action Clerk 

2025/77g Thanks were expressed to David Stephens-Row for his help in replacing the broken glass in the defibrillator housing with polycarbonate sheeting.

2025/81 a Pride in Place grant for White Gates. The Clerk updated that she had made a start on the application, however she needed some input from Cllrs as to the background and public involvement. This was discussed and Cllr Cook offered to look at the application too. Action Clerk and Cllr Cook. 

2025/83 Public participation session (15 minutes) to include Police, District and County Councillors Reports.
County Cllr Oakes advised that she had submitted her report in advance of the meeting. She updated Cllr Pope following her query in July as to what the public space in libraries might be used for explaining that it would be library specific dependent on need, for example - mother and toddlers group space, mobile post office, etc. Cllr Oakes also apologised for not sending her report from September for distribution. Cllr Pope asked for more detail as to the archeology book referred to in the report. Action County Cllr Oakes to provide more information. 

District Cllr Pratt had sent a written report through in advance of the meeting and had highlighted a few areas in a subsequent email. There were no questions arising. 

2025/84 To receive updates on ongoing issues.
Chairman’s report. Cllr Cook thanked those who were able to attend the recent litter pick and appreciated that not everyone was able to make the date. He commented that there was less litter than normal. He advised that he had submitted a report for the Community Newsletter advising of this, the work on the white gates and the cemetery.
Councillor reports. Cllr Durrant had no report. Cllr Card advised that the cemetery working party had taken place and that some mechanical assistance was required regarding the hedge near the gate. Action Cllr Durrant. Some weeding had been undertaken around the gravestones, but more was needed, and a suggestion was made that in the same way that members of the gardening club help at the pub could they be asked to help at the cemetery. Action Cllr Pope to discuss with the Chair of the gardening club. There is an ash tree on the boundary which might need attention. Action Cllr Cook. Cllr Pope as part of her report advised that a resident had contacted her to ask when the basket swing might be reinstated at the playground and if new equipment would be installed which was more suited to younger children. The basket swing needs to be looked at alongside the play area review. Action Cllr Cook. There is already equipment in place which is suitable for younger children, and the play area and woodland is there as an adventure experience. Also, a request for more seating, possibly with a back on it located in the sun has been made. It was agreed to explore if the Jubilee bench could be relocated and / or if an additional bench could be purchased. Action Cllr Cook
Clerk report. The Clerk advised that a letter had been received from Mid Suffolk District Council dated 2nd September advising that the nomination to list the Punch Bowl as an Asset of Community Value had been accepted and will be in place until September 2030. The Clerk had been contacted by the Ofton and Willisham Clerk regarding a public meeting to discuss the Norwich to Tilbury overground power lines due to take place on 30th October. No Councillors are available to attend and the Clerk was asked to write giving the apologies from Battisford and asking for the notes of the meeting to be sent through. Action Clerk. In relation to this subject the Clerk had also received correspondence giving the Council the opportunity to register as an interested party. Councillors agreed unanimously for this registration to be made. Action Clerk  
Devolution. Cllr Pope and the Clerk had attended an electronic meeting at which the Suffolk County Council Chief Execuitve, and Mid Suffolk and Babergh Chief Executive, on behalf of the districts, gave presentations and answered questions on their particular devolution proposals which had now been submitted to Government. There was more detail in the 3 unitaries presentation. There was information given on the One Suffolk proposal concerning area commitees where parish councils could get involved.  It was felt that it would be useful for all Councillors to see the presentations. Action Clerk.The timescale is that the Government will decide on thier preferred model and then consult in January 2026. There is a further event being help by SCC on 3rd November, however it was considered that there was no further information to be gained by attending this.
To determine whether to gain quotes to have unsafe headstones in Cemetery re-erected. Cllr Card and Cllr Cook had examined the headstones which had been laid down during the topple testing in January 2025 and 5 or 6 needed attention. It was proposed by Cllr Card and seconded by Cllr Durrant that the parish council undertake the work re-erecting these. This was agreed unanimously. Cllr Durrant offered to donate the necessary materials to undertake this work as there is a family connection to one of the headstones. Action Cllr Durrant and Cllr Cook and Cllr Card

2025/85 To review and agree changes and updates to the following policies.
[bookmark: _Hlk213679085]Terms of reference for Employment Panel. This was considered and no changes were made to the draft which was presented. It was proposed by Cllr Durrant and seconded by Cllr Card that this policy be adopted by the council, and this was agreed unanimously. The policy to be reviewed in 2 years.
Internal control statement. This was considered and no changes were made to the draft which was presented. It was proposed by Cllr Pope and seconded by Cllr Durrant that this policy be adopted by the council, and this was agreed unanimously. It was also agreed that the policies which need to be amended in the light of this policy be reviewed and brought back to another meeting. Action Clerk. It was also agreed that a review of the internal control system would be conducted in January.  The Cllr to undertake this cannot be a signatory. To be identified at the next meeting. Action all. The policy to be reviewed in a year.
Safeguarding policy. This was considered and the only change that was made was to add self-neglect into the list of areas of safeguarding concerns to the draft which was presented. It was proposed by Cllr Durrant and seconded by Cllr Card that this policy be adopted by the council, and this was agreed unanimously. The policy to be reviewed in 2 years. Thanks were given by the Chairman to Cllr Newman for the work she had undertaken on this policy. 
IT policy. This was considered and no changes were made to the draft which was presented. It was proposed by Cllr Durrant and seconded by Cllr Pope that this policy be adopted by the council, and this was agreed unanimously. The policy to be reviewed in 2 years. The identified IT lead to whom reports should be made to be determined at the next meeting. Action All. The Chairman encouraged all councillors to consider this policy carefully and whether or not the council should provide computers to all councillors for their use on council business. Action All. To be added to the agenda in January. Action Clerk. It was suggested by the Chairman that there could be some joint training with Combs parish council on IT policy / data protection / GDPR etc. Action Clerk. 
Planning Consultation Practice. This was considered and no changes were made to the draft which was presented. It was proposed by Cllr Card and seconded by Cllr Durrant that this policy be adopted by the council, and this was agreed unanimously. The policy to be reviewed in 2 years

2025/86 To consider the following planning applications - none received. 

2025/87 Village Green and Play area 
	Councillors to consider the next steps following on from the Annual playground inspection discussed at the meeting in May 25. Cllr Cook has not had chance to discuss with playground lead, so item deferred to next meeting. Action Cllr Cook 

2025/88 Finance
To receive Finance Report
Receipts and Payments since last meeting - none 
Review of the 2nd Quarter Accounts 2025/26. The Clerk presented the accounts and explained that some of the expenditure, which meant that the budget had been exceeded, related to payments approved in 24/25 that had not been paid until 25/26. Taking this into account the budget was on track and the accounts balance. There were no questions. It was agreed unanimously to move £5,000 from the current account to the interest account. 

To authorise payments as listed below: 
Top Garden Services				£ 249.48
Clerk Salary and expenses for repair to defib housing etc									£788.22 
Employers HMRC contribution 			£ 231.14
SALC for payroll services				£   54.00 

All this payments were authorised unanimously.

To authorise a refund for cemetery plot reservations of £165. This issue was discussed because the plots had been set aside, but the people who reserved them have since moved away and no longer wish to keep their reservations. While refunding the money would allow the plots to be allocated to other individuals, this action would also have administrative consequences. It was proposed by Cllr Card and seconded by Cllr Durrant that the fee be refunded with 2 hours of the Clerks time i.e. £35 being charged as an administration fee. Also, that the regulations be amended when reviewed to take this into account. This was unanimously agreed. 	

To note that £52 will be collected by Direct Debit by Information Commissioners office on 26th October. This was noted.
				
  
2025/89 Correspondence for Information
	    To receive information on the following new correspondence and decide further action. 
	    where necessary. 
Dog Faeces being left in bags on fields off Mill Road and Stoke Farm Drive. A resident had contacted the Clerk to raise this matter and had identified particular areas in the village which seemed to be more problematic than others which include the field between Stoke Farm Orchards and Nayland Drive and in the field off Mill Road opposite Tudor Ridge. Cllrs concluded that this was a problem throughout the village and had seen in other parts of the village where spray paint has been used to highlight the issue. It is both anti-social, a health hazard and could be considered fly tipping. There are already dog waste bins available. The installation of temporary signs was discussed, however perhaps a more permanent solution would be better. Action County Cllr Oakes to explore if it is possible to put signs on the footpath marker signs. Action Cllr Durrant to design a poster to go onto the noticeboards. Action Cllr Cook to put something into the Community Newsletter.
Annual playground inspection. The Clerk had received some correspondence requesting confirmation from Mid Suffolk that the council had a contractor who could complete a playground inspection in January and the level of inspection which was available. It was unanimously agreed to have a comprehensive inspection. Action Clerk 

2025/90 Items for consideration for inclusion on the next agenda.
Review Parish Council Policies that require updating. 
Asset review – set date
Set date to carry out the Cemetery Annual risk assessment (topple test)
Set date for employment panel to carry out annual staff review.
Review grounds maintenance contract.

2025/91 Date of next meeting
To confirm the date of the next meeting, currently scheduled for 18th November at 7.15pm

County Cllr Oakes left the meeting, however indicated before doing so, that she may be able to make a contribution from her locality fund towards the repair cost of the cemetery gates should the Councillors decide to proceed.  

2025/92 Cemetery gate repairs
To resolve to exclude members of the public and press under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
 a) To examine quotes received for realigning the cemetery gates and consider next steps. Quotes had been received which were considered. It was proposed by Cllr Pope and seconded by Cllr Card that the quote from Skinner Building services be accepted. This was agreed unanimously. Action  Clerk to make an application to Cty Cllr Oakes locality fund.



Planning Link: https://planning.baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/
The meeting finished approx. 9.08 pm
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