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 MINUTES of BATTISFORD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
               held at Battisford Village Hall on 16h September 2025. 
Meeting started at 7.15 pm 
Present:
Cllr J Cook (Chairman)		Cllr A Card		Cllr J Pope 		
Cllr J Wilson (Vice Chair)               	Cllr Durrant		Cllr Newman

District Cllr Daniel Pratt
Clerk: Julia Stephens-Row 


2025/71 Meeting Administration 

a) Apologies for absence
Councillors to note any apologies for absence. County Councillor Kay Oakes had sent apologies. 
Councillors considered and unanimously accepted the apologies from Cllr Oakes.

b) To receive Declarations of Interest. There was a declaration of interest from the Clerk regarding item 2025/77 e

c) To consider requests for dispensations. No requests received.

d) To note the resignation of Cllr Greenwood. These were noted at the meeting and Cllr Cook expressed the thanks on behalf of the council for the work Cllr Greenwood had undertaken since becoming a parish councillor. Action Clerk to advertise the Casual vacancy 

e) To resolve that the minutes of the meeting of the parish council meeting held on 15th July 2025 are a true and correct record and consider any matters arising not on the agenda. The minutes were accepted unanimously, and thanks were given to the Clerk for the content of the minutes. Cllr Pratt updated that the financial case for the 3 unitary model had been produced by KPMG and was available as part of all the documentation. The Clerk was asked to contact County Cllr Oakes about her action under item 2025/61 a. Action Clerk . Cllr Pope advised that item 2025/62b regarding the volunteers for the miniature railway had been progressed. Item 2025/ 62c about Martyns Law this is being addressed through the redrafting of the emergency plan. Action Cllr Cook. Item 2025/62i Cllr training needs – Cllrs were reminded to look at their training needs in particular data protection. Action Cllrs 

2025/72 Public participation session to include Police, District and County Councillors Reports.

a) District Cllr Pratt had sent a written report through in advance of the meeting. He highlighted that there was still some funding available through his locality budget and also explained the benefits of the Village Hall applying for a community grant for solar panels. It was explained by Cllr Card that the Village Hall Management Committee had been advised in the past that the roof orientation would not be suitable to get the benefits however it may be worth exploring again as technology has moved on. Action Cllr Card 

b) No report had been received from County Cllr Oakes

2025/73 To receive update on ongoing issues

a) Chairman’s report. There was nothing to report. 

b) Councillor reports. Cllr Wilson advised that the notice boards do need reviewing regularly as they get quite full. Cllr Card had intended to go to the cemetery to check for any damage form recent high winds but hadn’t been able to do so. Action Cllr Cook to follow up. Cllrs Pope, Durrant and Newman had nothing to report.

c) Clerk report. The Clerk drew attention to the Police and Crime Commissioner’s Bulletin which had recently been circulated. Also, that she had gone out for an update quote for the work on the cemetery gates and two new ones but nothing heard back thus far and reminders had been sent.

d) Devolution. The County Council and the Districts have all published their business cases and links to these have been sent out electronically. These are now being discussed by individual councils before submission at the end of September. An observation was made as to the short notice for the engagement events with town and parish councils at the beginning of September and the location of Woodbridge being chosen. A concern was voiced that only a small number of residents surveys had been returned to SCC (as a proportion of the overall population) and that not everyone would understand what is happening, despite effort by the Parish Council to disseminate information. The final decision will be made by the Government. 

e) Agree frequency of review of community assets as referenced as part of progressing the annual action plan. This had been updated from the discussions in July and is to be added to the action plan as an appendix and reviewed every 6 months as part of the Action Plan document. Action Clerk

f) Reconfirm the Play Area clean up and agree date for litter pick – provisionally identified as 12th October 2025. The litter pick was confirmed as 12th October in conjunction with Combs Parish Council. Action Cllr Cook to provide risk assessment. The Play area working party could not take place on 6th September and 20th September was too short notice. Action Cllr Pope to liaise with Mr Wicking as to suitable date.

g) Advertise to the community the grant application policy. Agreed for a summary to go on the noticeboard and on the website. Action Clerk in conjunction with Cllr Wilson 

h) Consider and approve Christmas and Remembrance Day arrangements. Events. This was discussed and agreed that there were no particular Christmas arrangements which the parish council needed to be involved with however that it would be appropriate for the Parish Council to be represented at any local Remembrance Day events. Action Clerk to make enquiries as to what is taking place. 

i) Next steps regarding footpath at Bowl Meadow. Cllr Cook introduced this item following on from communication between himself and District Cllr Pratt. The issue of vehicles going across the pedestrian footpath remains a concern, however the landowner does not consider that this is their responsibility to take any measures to stop this happening. The Parish council agreed that it was not their responsibility to resolve this matter however it was agreed that the parish council would write to the landowner to reiterate the concerns. Action Clerk  

   	 2025/74 To review and agree changes and updates to the following policies
i. Terms of reference for Employment Panel. This was deferred. 
ii. Risk Management Policy. The Clerk advised that current policy was a mixture of general risks and financial risks and that the two documents being considered had separated this out. The Financial Risk Assessment and Management Policy was discussed. Cllr Pope proposed that the policy be adopted this was seconded by Cllr Durrant. This was agreed unanimously with an annual review. The Risk Assessment and Management policy was discussed and a change to the safeguarding risk was made to state that the risk was that there was no policy in place. It was also identified that the Parish Council required both Health and Safety and Safeguarding leads. The policy was proposed by Cllr Card and seconded by Cllr Durrant. This was agreed unanimously. Cllr Cook agreed to be the Health and Safety lead and Cllr Newman the Safeguarding lead. Action Clerk to develop a draft safeguarding policy. Action Cllr Cook to include safeguarding in the litter pick risk assessment and develop generic Health and Safety documentation. 

2025/75 To consider the following planning applications 
i. DC/25/03844 - Replacement of existing garage with Guest Accommodation and erection of proposed new cart lodge / garage Location: Mallard Cottage, Mill Road, Battisford, Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 2LP.  This application was supported unanimously.

ii. DC/25/03886 - Variation of DC/25/00669 dated 11.04.2025 - Erection of a detached dwelling Plot 3 , Stoke Farm, Stoke Farm Drive, Battisford Stowmarket Suffolk. This application was supported unanimously.

iii. DC/25/03615 - Highfields Farm, Hascot Hill, Battisford, Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 2HL
iv. Change of use of part of existing grass meadow to create an enclosed dog walking/exercise facility and associated vehicular parking area. This application was supported unanimously.

v. DC/25/03653 - 2 Newburgh Cottages, Bildeston Road, Battisford, Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 2LX. Erection of a rear extension and first floor extension. This application was supported unanimously.


		2025/76 Village Green and Play area 
	Councillors to consider the next steps following on from the Annual playground inspection discussed at the meeting in May 25. This item to be deferred to the next meeting. Will need to get some quotes if equipment needs replacing may be possible to make applications for grants to Pride of Place or locality grant pots. Action Cllr Cook to liaise with the playground volunteer Mr Wicking to see if some of items referenced in the report could be addressed by working party. 

2025/77 Finance
a) To receive Finance Report
i. Receipts and Payments since last meeting 
                          £200 received for burial of Peter Cooper.
                          Second half of precept received £7,395.50
                          No payments made electronically.
		  This information was noted.

b) To authorise payments as listed below: 
i. Top Garden Services				£ 623.70 
ii. Clerk Salary and expenses to include for Clerk new laptop, printer, software and installation				£ 1,391.27
iii. Employers HMRC contribution 			£ 185.85
iv. SALC for Cllr Training 				£   79.20 
v. Community Newsletter				£ 300.00
vi. Insurance	with Clear Council			£559.42

All the above payments were agreed unanimously.
 
c) To agree expenditure for repair to Defibrillator housing at the end of Straight Road. It was agreed to spend approximately £50 to replace the glass which had been broken with polycarbonate sheeting. Action Clerk

d) To note the payments made in August where delegated authority had been given to the Chairman and Vice Chair to authorise and pay the Clerks salary and expenditure of 612.57 and the HMRC contribution of £ 185.65 and the MSDC dog and litter bin emptying of £411.46 as there was no parish council meeting. This was noted. 

e) To give approval to the increase in salary to the Clerk as recommended by the Local government Pay award. This was agreed unanimously.

f) To note the increase in charges for Payroll by SALC in April 26 from £90 to £102 annually.   This was noted.

g) To agree that Cllr Newman undertake the verification of bank statements etc as required by financial standing orders. Cllr Pope proposed and Cllr Wilson seconded, Cllr Newman for this role and this was agreed unanimously. 


2025/78 Correspondence for Information
	    To receive information on the following new correspondence and decide further action 
	    where necessary. 
a) Update from clerk on new audit requirements and need to review internal control statement. This had been circulated in advance for information. It was agreed that this needed to be reviewed and should be on the next agenda. Action Clerk
b) To consider the request from Offton and Willisham Parish Councils re National Grid Norwich – Tilbury to object to what is which being proposed. This was discussed and the Clerk was asked to respond to say that Cllrs would be willing to explore further.  Cllrs Cook, Newman and Pope, would all be interested in being involved. Action Clerk.

2025/79 Items for consideration for inclusion on the next agenda.
a) A Review of the 2nd Quarter Accounts 2025/26.
b) Review Parish Council Policies that require updating. 

  
	2025/80 Date of next meeting
To confirm the date of the next meeting, scheduled for 21st October 2025. This was confirmed. 

[bookmark: _Hlk144300072]2025/81 Consideration of quotes received for Street Furniture 
To resolve to exclude members of the public and press under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
a) To consider the quotes received regarding the white gates and identify funding sources.  Several quotes were considered and there was a discussion as to the   positioning of the sign and the size which could impact on the quotes. In the past SCC have advised as to the location of the sign. It was considered that it would be possible to undertake installation locally rather than having an external contractor doing so. It would be preferable to apply for funding from the Pride in your Place grant from Mid Suffolk who have given an early indication that the project would meet the criteria. It was agreed that Glasdons would be the preferred supplier however a new quote would be required without the 30mph roundel to allow for the gates to be located by the current 30mph sign. Action Clerk


Planning Link: https://planning.baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/
The meeting finished approx. 9.07 pm
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