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MINUTES of BATTISFORD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
               held at Battisford Village Hall on 18TH MARCH 2025
Present:
Cllr J Cook (Chairman)		Cllr A Card		Cllr J Pope 		
Cllr J Wilson (Vice Chair)               	Cllr Durrant                 Cllr S Greenwood

County Cllr Kay Oakes arrived later in the meeting as she had been to another council meeting when her report was considered. 
District Cllr Dan Pratt left the meeting early so that he could attend another council meeting and the planning item was brought forward so that he could hear the debate on this item.

Clerk: Julia Stephens-Row 

Apologies: None received 

	
2025/19

a.


b.


c,
	
MEETING ADMINISTRATION

Meeting opened by the Chair and it was established that no recordings were to be made. 

To consider & Approve Apologies for absence.
There were no apologies received

To receive Declarations of interest on agenda items
There were no declarations of interest. 
	
ACTION




	
2025/20

a.



b.

	
To Approve the Draft Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 18th February 2025 and for the Chair to sign as a true record.
An amendment was made in relation to formatting, and clarification made re VE day introduction and footpath signs.
The minutes were agreed unanimously and signed following the meeting.

Matters arising not on the agenda. Cllr Cook and County Cllr Oakes have met to discuss the white gates and the 20mph speed limit. The specification for the white gates has been shared which Cllr Cook will consider further. Cllr Cook outlined the criteria for 20mph speed limit which includes accidents, proximity to schools, line of sight etc. Cllrs concluded that Battisford would not meet the criteria and so this will not be pursued. This information to be shared with Andy Prentice who raised the issue at a previous meeting. 

The cleaning of the play equipment has been discussed with Mr Wicking and this will take place on either 26th or 27th April. 

Action from item 2025/06 in regard to speaking to the Punch Bowl directors regarding vehicles going over the footpath from the overflow car park to be followed up. Maybe that the responsibility rests with the contractor.

There were no other matters arising.
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2025/22


a.


b.


















c.














	
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - For members of the public, County Councillors & District Councillors to speak. 

There were no members of the public present who wished to speak

To receive Suffolk County Council monthly report from Cty Cllr K Oakes
Cllr Oakes had provided a report by email.There was a lot of important information contained within it. .A question was asked by Cllr Pope in relation to the running of the libraries and Cllr Oakes advised that the decision had been taken at SCC Cabinet today that the libraries will be taken back under the responsibility of the County Council.

To receive District Council monthly report from Dst Cllr D Pratt
Dst Cllr Pratt had provided a report. He advised that action had been taken regarding Bowl Meadow and the enforcement officer had visited with himself. He was advised that the bird boxes had been erected but were facing in the wrong direction. He indicated that most of the residents were supportive of the work which needed to be done and he will continue to monitor this. He made reference to the planning decision regarding School House. This had been circulated to Cllrs by the Clerk. Concern was raised with regard to the tree roots once cars started to access the properties. He also raised about people using cemetery to be requested to receive any plastic flower or preferably not use these to avoid them getting mixed up in grass cuttings. Cllr Card advised that we are currently reviewing the cemetery regulations so maybe able to make reference to this in these.

Chair and Councillor Reports / Updates (on the night not requiring a decision) 

Chairman’s report – Cllr Cook updated on his actions from the last meeting and advised that other items were on the agenda. 

Councillor report(s) –
Cllr Card updated on the cemetery clear up which had taken place on 17th March and gave her thanks to Cllrs Cook and Pope for assisting her with this. She advised that the entrance had been cleared and some of the paths but there was more to do on paths. Some hedges had been trimmed and the remainder will be tackled in September. The bramble patch had been partially cleared. With regard to the gates these do need to be realigned if possible, however this needs to be undertaken by a builder. Even if they could be repainted this would be an improvement. Need to get a quote and it may be prudent to link this to the white gates. Cllr Card to provide a hard copy of the previous quote to clerk to progress. The Clerk advised that she had been able to send some letters following on from some the headstones being laid down. However, it is unlikely that all will be able to be traced. Cllrs suggested that it may be necessary to contact a stone mason to obtain a quote to re-erect in the future.

Cllrs Wilson,Greenwoood, Pope and Durrant had no reports. 

Clerk report –
The Clerk gave a verbal update and reminded Cllrs of information that had previously been sent by email e.g. SCC response to Norwich and Tilbury pylons. An invitation to a neighbourhood plan event led by Mid Suffolk on 21.3.25 had been received however it was quite short notice so no one can attend.


The Clerk to send apologies from the council and request a copy of any information provided. The Clerk had received some information from Battisford and District Cricket Club about an event for businesses and residents exploring green energy solutions following the installation of PV panels and electric chargers. This is taking place on 12th April and Cllrs were asked to promote to their contacts. Information had been received from Mid Suffolk regarding proposed changes to the planning process. There was a discussion as to how this information can be communicated to residents. This led onto a general discussion as to how to communicate with residents. It was agreed that information would be put onto notice boards, on the website, in the 4 parishes magazine and also to consider doing a mail drop as VE celebrations will need to be communicated in this way. As a parish council there is an opportunity to make a response and this will be an agenda item, particularly as there is a possible protection as Battisford is considered to be a hamlet
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2025/23

a.













b.














c.
	
Administration and Governance 

Devolution. 
The Clerk advised of information that had been received and it was agreed to display posters to encourage residents to respond to the consultation on the proposal to have a Mayor for Suffolk and Norfolk. Information has already been placed on the website and in the Community Newsletter. The Clerk highlighted information from slides which had already been distributed to Cllrs from a briefing that had been delivered by Mid Suffolk. There was a long discussion as to whether to not the parish council should formulate a response to the consultation. The consultation questions were considered to be very broad and a separate meeting would be needed. A proposal was made by Cllr Cook to have an additional meeting to consider the consultation.  Cllrs voted on this with 0 in favour, 3 against and 2 abstentions. 

Consider dates of meetings for 2025/2026
The dates for meetings for June 2025 – May 2026 were proposed and unanimously agreed as follows:
June 17th    
July 15th
September 16th
October 21st
November 18th
January 20th
February 17th
March 17th
April 21st
May 19th annual parish meeting and parish council meeting
Cllr Wilson to book these dates with Village Hall booking lead


Objective Setting and Action Plan 25/26
This is a document which is reviewed annually. The last plan had an objective relating to a Person Place Plan. This needs to be reviewed.
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	2025/24

a.








b.



c.

d.



2025/25

a.




b.







c.


d.






	Environmental / facility and asset matters

Cemetery regulations. This item was introduced by Cllr Card. It was agreed to consider the regulations used by Combs Parish Council and cross refence to those of Battisford Parish council regulations as the ones from Combs are more detailed . There was information shared by Cllr Card as to the differences in charges made by Combs and this will be considered further at the next meeting. When discussing the new regulations Cllrs requested that a copy of the current regulations also be circulated for comparison.

Woodland Plan. This item was introduced by Cllr Cook who briefly spoke to the draft plan and it was agreed that it would be on the agenda of the next meeting for a more detailed discussion. 

Annual playground report – not received to carry forward to next agenda

Litter Pick taking place on 22nd March. Cllr Cook to update risk assessment and Clerk to check location of where rubbish needs to be left,


Finance

To review third quarter accounts and preparation of accounts for audit
These were reviewed and unanimously agreed. The fourth quarter projections were also shared. These are showing an underspend primarily because of the savings on the salary of the clerk.

To discuss and authorise payments of invoices payable in February 2025.

i. Clerks salary of £340.62
ii. SALC training expenses for Clerk and Cllr £198.00
iii. Village Hall hire costs of £180.00

These were unanimously agreed.

To review and appoint internal auditor for 25/26.
This role had been occupied by Cllr Kerry. Cllr Cook to approach Mr Wicking

To agree grant request for VE Celebrations 
Cllr Card reminded the meeting that this was something which the parish council had asked the village hall management committee to lead on. A figure of £480.00 was requested, whilst there might be donations made by attendees the amount is unknown. This was unanimously agreed. Cllr Card advised that can have a maximum of 80 people attend and the bar will be open. Cllr Durrant and Cllr Pope offered to assist in the preparations for the event. Cllr Pope to explore if there is anything which can be displayed by the history group.
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2025/26
a.

	
Planning Consultations Received
DC/35/00669 Stoke Farm, Stoke Farm Drive, Battisford, Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 2NA.The parish council support this application unanimously.  Particularly as it is likely to improve the current area and also because of the environmental, ecological and bio-diversity measures being proposed.
	

	
2025/27
	
Items for next Agenda

Deferred items from today’s meeting. 
Cemetery Regulations.
To review 4th quarter accounts and preparation of accounts for the annual governance return and audit.  
Authorisation of invoices from March / April 2025. 

	ACTION
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Planning Link: https://planning.baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/

Meeting closed at approximately 9.20pm the extension to time having been agreed by all councillors at 9.10pm
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