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 MINUTES of BATTISFORD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
               held at Battisford Village Hall on 17th June 2025. 
Meeting started at 7.15pm 
Present:
Cllr J Cook (Chairman)		Cllr A Card		Cllr J Pope 		
Cllr J Wilson (Vice Chair)               	

County Councillor Kay Oakes
Mrs Lucy Durrant who was subsequently coopted as a councillor at item 2025/48 d
Clerk: Julia Stephens-Row 


2025/48 Meeting Administration

a) Apologies for absences
Councillors to note any apologies for absence. Cllr Greenwood and District Cllr Daniel Pratt had sent apologies. 
Councillors considered and unanimously accepted the apologies for absence for both Cllr Greenwood and District Councillor Pratt.

b) To receive Declarations of Interest. There was no declaration of interest. 

c) To consider requests for dispensations. There were no requests for dispensations 

d) To resolve that the minutes of the meeting of the annual parish council held on 20th May 2025 are a true and correct record and to consider any matters arising not on the agenda. These were unanimously accepted as a true record and there were no matters arising.

e) To co-opt a new member (s) to a vacancy(ies) on the parish council. Mrs  Lucy Durrant expressed an interest in this role and gave some background on herself and family who live in the village. Mrs Durrant meets  the criteria of residency etc and has signed the declaration. Cllr Wilson proposed and Cllr Pope seconded that Mrs Durrant be coopted onto the council. This was agreed unanimously and Cllr Durrant was welcomed to the parish council.  

f) To agree the nominations for the Employment panel and Community newsletter. Cllr Pope and Cllr Wilson had previously fulfilled the role of the Employment panel and they were willing to continue. Cllr Durrant proposed and Cllr Card seconded these nominations and these were agreed unanimously. With regard to the Community Newsletter Cllr Durrant was proposed by Cllr Card and seconded by Cllr Wilson to be the parish council’s representative on the editorial group. This was agreed unanimously.  

2025/49 Public participation session (15 minutes) to include Police, District and County Councillors Reports.
a) County Cllr Oakes apologised that she had not been able to submit a report in advance of the meeting as she had been on holiday however advised that she would send one through to the Clerk as soon as possible. There were no questions of County Cllr Oakes

b) District Cllr Pratt had sent a written report through in advance of the meeting. There were no comments or questions, however it was requested that an update on Cllr Pratt’s action from the last meeting regarding the footpath to the car park be sought by the Clerk. Action Clerk  

2025/50 To receive update on ongoing issues
a) Chairman’s report. Cllr Cook advised that there was nothing further to report as all items covered on the agenda.

b) Councillor reports. There were no reports from Cllrs Pope, Wilson or Card. 

c) Clerk. The Clerk reported that there had been no response to the correspondence regarding straw on the road which had been sent to Mr Chaplin. Another address was suggested by Cllr Durrant. The Clerk had also sent an email to Wattisham to seek their assistance regarding advising base personnel of the speed limits in the village and no reply had been received. Action Clerk to follow up on both.  The Clerk advised that she had attended an in-person network meeting with SALC and two other local parish clerks which she found very helpful. These Clerks provide a written report to Cllrs for their meetings and the Clerk asked if this would be something which the Cllrs would want her to do. It was agreed that the Clerk is providing a lot of detail under different items and so that for the time being this would not be necessary as it would be duplication. The Clerk advised that she had been contacted by MSDC indicating that the Punch Bowl listing as an asset of community interest needed to be renewed. It was agreed that the parish council would be very supportive of this listing continuing and the Clerk was requested to undertake the necessary paperwork liaising as needed with the Punch Bowl directors. Action Clerk 

d) Devolution. The Clerk advised that she had attended a briefing for parish councils led by Suffolk County Council and shared the leaflets etc. The Clerk had also received details of a survey which SCC wanted help promoting. Information had also been received from the district councils including a post card with a QR code on it with a link to survey, again which the parish council had been asked for help to promote. It was agreed to undertake a leaflet drop to all the households in the parish and hopefully use the same network as used to distribute the Community Newsletter. It was also agreed to hold an extraordinary meeting to which residents would be invited and the County and District Cllr to be asked to provide an overview of the proposals and then move into a closed session to enable Cllrs to discuss and then complete each survey as a parish council. Action Cllr Cook and the Clerk to draft a letter to residents and identify a date for an extraordinary meeting. Cllr Card and Clerk to photocopy letters to residents. Action Clerk to liaise with County and District to get the necessary copies of the paperwork etc 

e) How to achieve the objective for 25/26 i.e. to ensure that the community assets for which the council are responsible are regularly maintained, inspected and remedial action taken. Consider what grants could be accessed for these assets. The Community assets were identified by the meeting as primarily the Cemetery; the Play area, Village Green and Woodland Area: Speed indictor Devices; Defibrillators: and the Noticeboards. It was agreed this list should be reflected in the Asset Register. Action Clerk. The frequency of which each of these assets need to be reviewed was discussed and it was agreed that each item should then be reported on with the headings of inspection, risk assessment, maintenance and actions taken. Cllr Cook offered to pull a document together for the next meeting incorporating the above. Action Cllr Cook.   
With regard to Grants it was identified that probably the only area which might attract grant funding would be the play area.

f) How to explore communication channels following on from annual parish meeting.
There was discussion on the possible new options which the parish council could employ – e.g What’s App group which didn’t disclose contact numbers or have a reply function. Action Cllr Pope to explore this. The Clerk is attending a network event which is focusing on this so other ideas might come from this. Action Clerk. It was agreed that it would be worth checking the hits on the website. Action Clerk.
The Clerk queried that the annual parish meeting notes do not get agreed until the next meeting in May 2026 nor are they available on the website. It was agreed that Cllrs would consider the notes at the next meeting to enable these to go on the website marked as draft for the information of residents. Action Cllrs and Clerk

2025/51 To review and agree changes and updates to the following policies
a) Cemetery regulations. A change had been proposed in section 5 in respect of providing some flexibility should families want to erect memorials which slightly fall outside of the current regulations. The changes were Proposed by Cllr Pope and seconded by Cllr Wilson and agreed unanimously.  

b) Grant application form. This was a basic update from the previous form with the    opportunity to record the decision on the form. The changes were proposed by Cllr  Durrant and seconded by Cllr Card and agreed unanimously.

	c) To note that the transparency code for smaller authorities currently on the website has not been updated by government since March 2015. This was noted.

2025/52 To consider the following planning applications 
a) DC/25/02418 - Foxes Cottage, Valley Road, Battisford, Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 2HW erection of single storey flat roof extension. Cllr Durrant declared an interest in this item. This application was supported by Cllrs Card, Wilson, Pope and Greenwood and Cllr Durrant abstained. 

b) DC/25/02316 - Application for Listed Building Consent - Removal of existing cement render and replace with lime render covering hempcrete insulation. Mallard Cottage Mill Road Battisford Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 2LP. This application was supported unanimously.

2025/53 Village Green and Play area 
	Councillors to consider the next steps following on from the Annual playground inspection discussed at the last meeting. This item to be deferred to next meeting to enable Cllr Cook to meet with the volunteer who leads on this. Action Cllr Cook. 
The Clerk updated on the communication with Mid Suffolk to try and ascertain how the council had not been advised sooner of the inspection findings in relation to one item. 

2025/54 Finance
a) To receive Finance Report
i. Receipts and Payments since last meeting – none received or paid electronically 

b) To authorise payments as listed below:
i. Top Garden Services			£623.70
ii. Clerk Salary and expenses		£349.42
iii. Employer’s contribution 		£  86.49
iv. Cllr Wilson stationary 		£    4.50

All payments were approved unanimously. 

2025/55 Correspondence for Information
		To receive information on the following new correspondence and decide further action where necessary. 
i. Consultation on Community Interest Levy. Cllrs supported the changes being proposed and the Clerk was asked to respond accordingly. Action Clerk
ii. Community Governance review. It was agreed that no action was required regarding this. 
iii. Mid Suffolk licensing consultation. There were no particular comments and it was felt that the changes being proposed are moving the right direction. 
 
2025/56 Items for consideration for inclusion on the next agenda.
a) Review of first quarter accounts
b) Agree dates for Woodland plan and tree survey
c) Agree date for working party for play area 
d) Agree date for Working Party at Cemetery
e) Review of training needs
f) Review of insurance cover 
g) Approval of MSDC Dog and litter bin emptying 	£342.88


      2025/57 Date of next meeting
To confirm the date of the next meeting, scheduled for 15th July 2025. This was confirmed. 

[bookmark: _Hlk144300072]2025/58 Employment / Contract matters
To resolve to exclude members of the public and press under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

a) To agree the contract for the supplier of grass cutting. The Clerk advised that a draft contract had been developed with the contractor and this was presented for discussion. It was identified that to enable other quotes to be obtained if required that the contract would need to be reviewed in November. With this change the contract was approved. 

Planning Link: https://planning.baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/
The meeting finished at 8.40pm
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