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Towards the end of 2025, Suffolk and Norfolk launched the Local Nature Recovery Strategy to reverse biodiversity loss by identifying locations where habitat creation and improvement will have the greatest impact. Aligning with this call to action, Mid Suffolk District Council committed nearly £2 million to revitalise habitats and support wildlife in the district. This will include a Community Grant worth £500k for nature restoration projects to launch at the end of January. To progress our ambitions to protect 30% of MSDC land for wildlife by 2030, we will consult with our communities to identify council land to be brought under meadow management. This year, Mid Suffolk will also progress with it’s management plan for the recently acquired 60-acre site in Thorndon. 

Barking Village Hall is now Solar Powered

Work to install a new photovoltaic panel array and battery storage system at Barking village hall was completed last month. The solar generated electricity will provide low-cost energy to the hall and export surplus energy to the grid providing an additional income. Barking Pre-School is one of many user groups that will benefit from the scheme. The project was funded by a ~£20k Community Development Grant supplemented by the Locality Award. This is a fantastic achievement for the hall and the management committee and follows the solar installation on Offton and Willisham Village Hall last year. 

Pavement clearance work parties

In December, local councillors and residents uncovered and cleared a 250-metre section of overgrown pavement between the Forge and Ashburnham Farm in Barking. Another work party will be scheduled soon to extend the works. This follows other footway and cycle path clearance efforts in Stowmarket, Haughley, Bacton and Needham Market. 

Locality Awards

The locality award grant for 2025/26 has now closed with all funds for our ward being allocated in December. The fund has assisted with a range of projects. Recipients include Barking Village Hall, Orchard Barn CIC, the Great Bricett Community Meadow, the Battisford Punchbowl Pub CIC, the River Gipping Trust, and the Wattisham Army Cadets. 

Stowmarket 3G Football Pitch

Mid Suffolk has secured funding from the Football Foundation and Premier League to deliver a new 3G football pitch in Stowmarket. The pitch will use a cork infill as part of research by the Football Foundation into sustainable and high-performing alternatives to conventional rubber crumb. 

New Community Darts Venue

A new darts venue The Bull Room has opened in the former Stannard’s store in Stowmarket after it was awarded £125k in matched funding from the Mid Suffolk Gateway Fund. The venture is offering darts equipment and accessories, coaching sessions and pay-and-play lanes. 

Call for Sites

The ‘call for sites’ to suggest land for future development ends on 9th January. Sites put forward will be assessed by the planning policy team at Mid Suffolk. This information will be used to guide part of the Joint Local plan site allocation.

Norfolk and Suffolk Mayoral Elections delayed  

The government has delayed the election for a Mayor for Norfolk and Suffolk until May 2028. The government has also offered the option for Councils undergoing reorganisation to request a further delay to upcoming local elections. The Green Party group is calling for these elections to go ahead as planned.
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